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Abstract-Considered is the problem of a naturally curved and pretwisted rod subjected to
general motion-dependent end and lateral loading. The bar is assumed to be a spatial funicular
curve in its reference state of equilibrium. Through the utilization of kinetic stability considera­
tions, and the notions of self-adjoint systems, the conditions under which the problem can be
considered conservative are obtained. The results are applied to some cases of technical
importance.

I. INTRODUCTION

Among the various results obtained through the extensive investigations related to the
stability of deformable media several deductions appear to be of paramount importance. It
has been established that the loss of elastic stability of equilibrium is in general either by
divergence (bifurcation of equilibrium) or flutter (vibrations with increasing amplitude). It is
also known that the modes of instability as well as the methods of stability analyis are
highly dependent on the nature of the loading state which may, in turn, be put in the general
classification ofconservative and nonconservative loading systems. Accordingly the classifica­
tion of methods of stability analysis into static, kinetic, imperfection and dynamic approaches
has been made (see, e.g. [1-6]). Moreover, it has been observed that the mathematical treat­
ment of nonconservative problems would usually lead to non-selfadjoint governing equa­
tions. To above deductions one may add the note that most of work done in this area has
been concentrated on the stability problems wherein the reference states the stability of
which were to be studied could be taken to be the undeformed state of the body: this
situation would in fact justify the extensively used linear methods of stability analysis.

Based on the forgoing citations and due to importance of the nature of applied loading in
the stability outcome attention has been paid to the end of load categorization and solution
of problems for each types of loads. From the mathematical point of view there exists a close
link between the notions of adjoint mathematical systems and conservative and/or non­
conservative physical problems. In this direction, some attempts have been made that
utilize the concepts of adjoint systems based on which certain conservative problems of
bars could be found [7, 8]. Moreover, using the kinetic approach of stability analysis
together with the notion of adjoint systems the general conservative end-loading of pre­
twisted rods was obtained[9). The same line of approach was taken in characterization of
general conservative end-loading of bars in connection with an optimization problem[lO]
and was generalized in the characterization of general conservative loading of funicular
arches[l !].
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The main goal of the present paper is the characterization of the domains of conservative
and non-conservative loading states ofa pretwisted curved bar which in the reference state of
equilibrium is a spatial funicular arch. To this end the kinetic approach of stability analysis
is adopted and through a systematic procedure the conditions which render the governing
equations self-adjoint (and hence the system conservative) are obtained. Several illustrative
cases are also considered. As it was pointed out in[9J, such a systematic procedure of identi­
fying the classes of conservative and nonconservative systems does not seem to he restricted
to bar problems and may be fruitfully applicable to other systems under various loading
conditions. For related works on the subject of pretwisted curved rods, (see, e.g.[12-18J).

2. BASIC EQUAnONS

Consider a spatial rod which has an arbitrary cross-section and a general three-dimensional
curve as its undeformed centerline. Let X" Y"Z" be a global fixed set of coordinate axes and
let <"no bo be a coordinate system defined at each point of the undeformed curve in such a way
that <0' no, bo ' in respective fashion, are directed along the tangent, principal normaL and
binomial to the curve. In addition, we also define a third coordinate system Xo}'"Zo at each
point of undeformed centerline with Xo and Yo taken along the principal directions of the
cross-section and Zo along the tangent to the curve. The position of <0 no bo axes, relative to
XoY"Zo system, is obtained completely if the arc length parameter, s and the rate of change of
orientation of <"nob", relative to XoYoZo' is specified. If Po' q" denote the components of
curvature and if Yo is the rate of twist of the curve (all in undeformed state of bar), then
representing the unit vectors in X"YoZ" by i, j, k symbols we may express such a vector by

ffi = poi + qoj + '"k.

In an arbitary state of deformed rod the axes of coordinate systems <0 n" b" and XoYo 2" all
occupy new positions ;;nb and xyz, respectively. If u, v, w represent the components of
displacement vector of the origin of xyz relative to x"yoz" and if </>, ljJ, X denote the angle­
between the corresponding axes then the general state of deformation of any point of the
bar is representable by the specification of six quantities u, v, w, cP, ljJ and X. Furthermore, let
Vx ' Vy' Vz represent the components of force resultant and let M x ' My, M z be the com,
ponents of the couple resultant all relative to xyz system. With these priliminary considera­
tions the governing equations of elastic deformation of bar can be written as follows: (see,
e.g. [2J).

Force equations of motion:

Constitutive relatlom:

v; + qVz - rVy + f~ = 0

V; + rVx - PV, + Fy = 0

V: +p Vy - q v.< + F~ = 0

M~+qM, rM y - Vy=O

M; + rMx - pM, + Vx =0

M~ + pMy - qMx = O.

M x = ct(</>' + qoX - 'oljJ)
M. = fJ(ljJ' + r"cP - P"X,)
M~ = y(x' + Pol/J - qo¢)'

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(0)
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Kinematical relations:

ljJ=u'+qow-rov

-¢=v'+rou-pow

o=' w' + Po v - qo u.

(8)

(9)

(0)

In the above equations the prime symbol denotes the partial derivative with respect to S,
Fx ' Fy , Fz are the components of the external and/or inertia forces, IX, {3, 'Yare the bending and
torsional rigidity of the bar, and p, q, r are the curvature and twist in the deformed state. It is
to be noted that in writing the above governing equations we have neglected the effects of
shear deformation and warping of the cross sections. The bar centerline has also been
assumed to be inextensible.

If the mass per unit length of bar is denoted by m and t denotes the time parameter, the
general form of Fx ' Fy , Fz can be written as:

a2 u
Fx = - m ail + f~

a2y .
Fy = -m at2 +fy

a2 w
Fz = -m at 2 +!z.

(11)

f~, fy, .f~ are the components of the applied loads which in this paper are taken to have a
general character; they may be motion dependent as well as dead loads. If r 0 represents the
position vector of undeformed centerline and if r is the position vector in the deformed
state such that:

r = r 0 + ui + vj + wk,

then we have for general type of loading:

{= (fx,.f;,,/z) = {(ro' r, S, t)

(2)

(3)

more explicit form of motion dependency off and its relation to the conservativeness and/or
nonconservativeness of our system shall be discussed in a latter section.

3. SPATIAL FUNICULAR BARS

A general spatial curved and pretwisted rod, with a prescribed centerline curve, is said to
be a funicular curve for a certain state of loading if under that loading there exists a state
of internal axial force in the bar and all the bending moments and shear forces are zero.
Conversely, for a given loading one can always find the geometry of centerline curve which
represents a funicular curve for that loading. If the additional assumption of inextensibility
is imposed on the funicular bar then one may regard the funicular state as a stressed state
with no deformation. In this paper we shall choose a linear theory of dynamic stability
analysis which will render itself to the complete characterization of the types of conservative
as well as non-conservative loading. The use of such a linear theory is justified only if the
initial state ofsystem whose stability is under consideration does not involve any deformation
prior to unstable state. The spatial curved bar with the above-mentioned funicular properties
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satisfies this requirement and hence our usage of a linear theory of dynamic stability investi­
gation is completely justified. Mathematically, the governing equations of spatial funicular
curves are deduced from equations (1)-(6) by imposing the demand that all force results
except To{Vz at funicular state) vanish; if we do so we obtain.

wherein

qo To +I: = 0

-PoTo+g=O

(14)

(15)

(6)

(17)

It is to be pointed out that the above equations as well as the other results of this paper will
reduce to the more specialized case of plane funicular arch if the torsion '0 is set equal to
zero. Equation (14)-(17) represent the initial state of our system.

4. STABILITY ANALYSIS OF SPATIAL FUNICULAR ARCHES

To the end of determining the class of conservative and/or nonconservative loading
states to which a spatial rod may be subjected we make use of the notions of kinetic
approach of stability analysis. A typical linear dynamic stability analysis of the system is
achieved through the introduction of some perturbation in the system under study and the
investigation of ensuing motion about the reference state. In the present problem the
reference state is characterized by the position vector f o and the corresponding governing
equations are give by (14)-(17). The perturbed state is represented by the position vector f as
defined by (12). In a general perturbed state of stress and deformation the bar is no longer
funicular and there exist shear forces as well as bending moments at each point of the center­
line. Equations (1)-(10) represent the governing equations of bar in any linear perturbed
state, provided M x ' My, M z and Vx , Vy are envisaged to be the perturbations in the force
quantities (which were all zero in the funicular state) and noting that:

(l H)

At this stage of stability analysis the form of applied loading must be specified. We
consider a loading state with a fairly general character. The motion dependency of loads are
specified by the following expansions:

(fx,fy,/z) = U;,f;,fzO) + (f(I), fll " fO). (ui + vj + wk) + (f;2 J, fY>, W»· (ui + vj + wk)'

(19)

let

Similarly

and

f~l) =Illi + !J2i + j~3k

f~2) = I2li +lui +123 k.

f~1) = g11i + g12i + g13k

W) = g21 i + g22i + g23 k

f~l) = 111i + lui + 113k

f;2) = 12li + lni + 123 k.

(20)

(21)

(22)
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Now, using the Fresnet-Seret formula,

i'=roj-qok

j' = -'oi + Pok

k' = qoi - Poi

(23)

(24)

and with the help of relations (8)-(10) and (20)-(22) expressions (19) become

Ix = I: + IllU +112 V +113 W +12 1 ljJ - 122 </>

1;, = 1;,0 + gllU + g12 V + g13 W + g21ljJ - g22 </>

Iz = Izo + tllu + t 12 V + t13 W + t 21 ljJ - t 22 </>.

The applied loads expressed by relations (24) embody the special cases of technical im­
portance such as dead loadings and fol1ower type of loadings.

To perform the stability analysis by kinetic methods we use the classical approach of
assuming a time harmonic solution for any of the quantities involved. So if Q(s, t) typifies
such a quantity we write:

Q(s, t) = Q(s)ei~t (25)

(26)

where ( is the frequency of oscillatory motions. It is wel1 known (see, e.g. [2]) that the study
of the dynamic stability problem is usual1y centered around the investigation of load
frequency relation. As a particular point of interest one usual1y observes that the change of
value of frequency from a real quantity to a complex one, which is brought about by its
passage through zero, usual1y determines the nature of the modes of instability (divergence
or flutter). On the other hand viewing the frequency as the eigenvalue of the problem and
referring to the mathematical theory of self adjoint and non-self adjoint systems we conclude
that by studying the conditions for the real-valuedness of the eigenvalues of the eigen­
problem we may be able to make some deductions regarding the system as being conservative
(with divergence as the mode of loss of stability) or a nonconservative one (with flutter as
the mode of loss of stability). To this end if we use a form of solution similar to (25) and use
it in equations (l)-(6) and, with the help of (11) and. (24) we can define three linear operators
in terms of which the equations become,

L l == V~ + qo Vz -'0 Vy+ (ljJ' + '0 </»To+ Ix - I: = m(2u

L2 == V; + '0 Vx - Po Vz - (</>' - '0 ljJ)To+1;, - g = m(2v

L 3 == V; +Po Vy - qo Vx + fz - fz° = m(2 w.

5. CONSERVATIVELY LOADED SPATIAL FUNICULAR ARCHES

To investigate the self-adjointness of system fol1owing a scheme similar to one used in
[9-11], we form the concommittant of the system, we have,

L L

Li = «(2 - ~2) J (uii + vv + ww) ds = J WiLl + vL2 + wL 3 ) - (uL I + vIz + wI3)] d.1
o 0

(27)

wherein L is the total length of the curved rod and the bar over a letter signifies that the
letter with the bar is the complex conjugate of the corresponding letter without the bar. If



990 MEHDI FARSHAD

we utilize the expressions for L J , L 2 , L 3 from (26) in (27) and with the help of equations
(I)-(IO) and after a fairly lengthy manipulation of symbols we obtain,

~ = [(uVx - U Vx ) +- (u Vy - v Vv ) +- (WV= - w V=) +- (l/iMy - Ij/My) +- (iJiMx - ¢Mx )

+- To(uu' +- vv' - 2rouv 2r"uv - uu' - VV') +- 12dwu - wii) + In(wV - wv)]~
L

+- J [(uv - UV)(h2 - 9Jl +- rof~1 - 2roT~ +- r0922 +- qolZ2 +Po l2l)
o

+- (uw - uw)(.t; 3 - III + qof~1 - qo T~ - pJ22 + ropo To - ro122 +- 1;1 - I:')
+ (vw - VW)(9J3 - 112 + qog21 +- roqoT~ - P0922 +- PoT~ + rol21 +- 1;2 - It)
+- (uu' - uu'Kf2J - T~) + (Vv' - viY)(g22 -- T~) .

+122(UV' - un + 921(VU' l'lJ')] ds. (28)

Now, if we require that the system of equations (20) be self adjoint, to fulfill such a
requirement the concommittant ~ must vanish. Hence for a general state of deformation and
for the general boundary conditions we conclude from (28) that the following conditions
must be satisfied.

[(iiVx uVx ) + (vVy - uVy ) + (wVx

+ To(uu' + VI" - 2rouv - 2ro llf'

112 - gIl + ro/21 - 2roT~ + r0922 +- qo 122 + Po 121 = 0

113 - III +- qo/2J - q"T~ - pJ22 + ropo To - r,,122 + 1;1 - I:' = 0

g13 - 112 + qog21 + roqo To - Pog22 + Po T: + rol21 + t~2 - ft = 0
12l - T~ = 0 (30)

122 = 0
g22 - T: = 0

g21 = O.

Relations (29) and (30) constitute the totality of conditions which are to be satisfied if the
mathematical system is to be self-adjoint. As we pointed out such a situation can be directly
linked to the realization of a conservative system. Accordingly, if these conditions are
fulfilled the system is conservative and if not the system is nonconservative. We note that
part of these requirements are related to the state of loading along the curved bar itself
while the others are the boundary requirements. We shall now proceed to apply these
general results to some cases of importance.

5. EXAMPLES

5.1 Plane lunicular arches

For a plane arch ro = 0, and we can arbitrarily choose qo = O. Correspondingly we may set
u == O. Considering first the case of dead loading, I: = 0, g = 0, Izo #; 0 and assuming that
conditions (29) are satisfied by some appropriate boundary conditions we can verify that
conditions (30) are also satisfied provided .

./i. 1 = T~. 9 22 = T:

which corresponded to the state of dead loading; these specific results were also obtained in
[11]. As a second case of interest we can easily verify that the plane circular ring subjected
to constant hydrostatic pressure (follower load) is also conservative.
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5.2 Follower type loading of helical bars

As another technically important case of spatial curves consider a helical bar with some
boundary conditions satisfying (29). For a helical curve the quantities r0' PO' qo are constant.
Suppose that the circular helical arch is acted upon by the forces which remain normal to the
curve so thatfzO = O. Hence, the funicular curve equations (14)-(16) yield,

To = constant
f: = -qoTo,

If this state of follower type loading is substituted into conditions (30) the conclusion is
reached that due to presence of '0 dependent terms those conditions will not be satisfied
unless ro = 0 which would be the case of a plane circular ring under hydrostatic pressure. So
unlike the case of a circular ring which is conservative under hydrostatic pressure, a helical
arch under hydrostatic pressure is nonconservative.
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A6CTpaKT - I1CCJIeAyeTcll 3aAa'Ia eCTeCTBeHHO HCKpbIBJIeHHOrO H rrpeABapHTeJIbHO 3aKpy­
'IeHHOrO CTeplKHll, rrOABeplKeHHoro AeikTBHIO 0611(eH, 3aBHCllll(eH OT ABHlKeHHll Kpall H
rrOrrepe'IHOH Harpy3KH. IlpeArrOJIaraeTCll, 'ITO CTeplKeHb llBJIlleTCll rrpocTpaHcTBeHHbIH
KaHaTHoH KpHBOH AJIll cBoero HCXOAHoro COCTOllHHll paBHOBecHll. IlyTeM HCnOJIb30BaHHll
06cYlKAeHHH KHHeTH'IeCKOH YCTOH'IHBOCTH H rroHllTHH caMocorrplllKeHHbIX cHcTeM rrOJIy­
'IalOTCll yCJIOBHll, AJIll KOTOpbIX MOlKHO paCCMaTpHBaTb 3aJ:\aqy B CMbICJIe KOHcepBaTHBHoH.
IlpHMeHlllOTcll pe3YJIbTaTbI AJIll HeKOTopbIX cny'IaeB rrpOllBJIlllOll(HX TeXHH'IeCKOe 3Ha'IeHHe.


